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ABRAHAM COWLEY.

The following passage is selected from the Works of
Abrabam Cowley, a distinguished English Poet and Prose
Writer of the seventeenth Century. It 1s a very remarkable
example of one of the most eloquent, best constructed ,
longest, but at the same time clearest , sentences in the
Eoglish Language, written at a time when that language
flourished in it’s greatest strength and purity. It occurs in
a Tract. entitled, “ A Vision conceruing the Person and
Government of His late Highness the Lord Protector, **
(Cromwell.)

The Writer had attached himself to the party of Char
les the- First, during that tremendous struggle between Ro-
yal Prerogative and Popular Privilege which led, through
Civil War, to the formation, for a short time, of a Re-
publican Commonwealth 1n England; but which, after-
wards, subsiding, not without many and long and severe
sirugeles, into the establishment of a Free Monarchy, laid
the foundation of the lawful liberties of the English Pec-
ple. After the death of Charles the First, Cowley continued
to be a tranquil partizan of the vanquished cause, serving
with his pen, whenever the occasion offered, the interests
of the exiled Royal Family, against the vigourous admini-
stration of the Protector of the Commonwealth ; — the cause
of ancient despotism against that of recent usurpation. This
tract was written shortly after Cromwell’s death. It sup-
poses the writer, on his return from witnessing the cere-
monial of the Funeral in Westminster abbey, to be engaged
by the Guardian Angel of the late Protector, whom he
represents under the form of the Devil, in a controversy
on the character of that extraordinary person, and on the
principles of his Government. In the following extract, (a
siugle sentence,) Cowley, with a masterly hand, and in a
spirit of bitler animadversion, endeavours to trace the whole
character and history of one of the ablest men, and as he
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represents him -the worst, that ever acquired and maig:
tained stpreme power in a great country.

“And pray, Countryman, (said he, very kindly and
very flatteringly, ) for I would not have you fall into
the general Error of the World that detests and decries
so exiraordinary a Virtue, what can be more extraordi-
nary than' that a person of mean Birth, no Fortune,
no eminent qualities of Body , which have sometimes
or of Mind, which have often, raised Men to the highest
Dignities , should have the courage to attempt, and the
happiness to succeed in, so mmprobable a Design as the
destruction of oné “of the most ancient and most' ‘solidl
founded - Movarchies - upon the Earth, * that he should have
power “or bolduess*“to*put ' Lis prince ‘and Master to an
open’and - infamous death; to banish ‘that numercus and
strongly-allied Family , "to do all this under the name
and ‘wages of a Parliament ,  to trample upou Them too
as he pleased, and -spurn them out of doors when be )
grew, weary of them , to. raise'up a new 'and unheard
of Monster out: of: their Ashes, to stifle that- in " the very
nfancy , - and set-up - himself above. all things that ever
were. called  Sovereign ' in - Evgland ; to oppress: all his
Enemies | by - Arms , :and all his. Friends afterwards by Ar-
tifice; to serve all. Parties patiently for-a while , and to
command them victoriously at last 5 to over-run each cor-
ner of the three Nations, and overcome with equal feli-
city both the Riches of the South ,.and  the Puverty of
the North; to be feared and -eourted by all foreign Prin-
ces, and adopted a Brother to the Gods of the Earth ;
to’ call togethér Parliaments wilh a_word of his Pen
andscatter them again with the breath of his Mouth ;
to be humbly and daily petitioned , that he would please
to be hired at the rate of two Millions a year to be
Master of ‘those who had hired him before to be. their
Servant ; to’ have ‘the’ Eitates and Lives of Three King-
doms “as much  at his disposal  as was the little Inberitance
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of his Father, and to bLe as noble and liberali in the
spending of them; and lastly , (for there is no end of
all the particulars of his Glory), to bequeath all this with
one word to his Posterity ; to .die with Peace at. home,
and Triumph abroad; to be . buried among Kings, and
with more than Regal Solemnity ; and to leave a Name
behind him not to be extinguish’d but with the whole
World, which, as it is now too little for. his Praises, so
might have been too for his Conquests , if the short line
of this human Life could have. been stretcht out to the
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Extent of his immortal Designs. *.
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